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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—EGGS, EXPORT.

Mr. SAMPSOXN asked the Minisier for
Agriculture: 1, In view of the growing im-
portance of the egg export industry and the
necessity of ensuring that ihe quality of
egas exported is up to the standard re-
quired, will he state whether inspection is
efficiently enrried out, and, if not, whether
it would he possible for a recommendation
on the subject to he submitted to the Fed-
eral Government? 2, Does he prepose to
eive to the industry the support of a con-
trol hoard, and thus place it on the same
basis as cnjoyed by the industry in certain
other States?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
veplied: 1, Inspection is efficiently ecarried
out. 2. It iz not the practice to indicate
Government poliey in reply to questions.

BILL—WILUNA WATER BOCARD
LOAN GUARANTEE.

Tutroduced by the Minister for Works,
and read a first time.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Goldfields Alletments Revestment.
Transmitted to the Couneil.

2, Government Tramways Act Amend-
ment.

Passed.

MOTION—HEALTH ACT.
To Disallow By-law.

Debate resumed from the fith Scptember,
on the following motion by Mr. Thorn—

Thai the new By.law No. 16a, made in
Part V1T. of the Model By-laws under *‘The
ealth Act, 1911.1926,’ published in the
fGovernment Gazette’ on 3rd February,
1633, and laid upon the Table of the House
on the 2nd and 23rd August, 1933, and
adopted hy the municipalities of Collig, Ger-
aldton, XNortham, Boulder, and North Fre-
mantle; and the road districts of Armadale-
Kelmseott, Gosnells, South Perth, Kellerber-
rin, Bruce Rock, Muorray, Westonin, Yilgarn,
Harvey, Beverley, Rockingham, Wickepin,
Bridgetown, Wyalkatchem, Dowerin, Wiluna;
and the Moora Loeal BO"lrd of Hc'llth he and
are hereby disallowed.

MR. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore) [4.371:
I support the motion, and in doing so
assure hon. members that T am not unmind-
ful of the health of the general community,
which should be conserved in every possible
way, However, when the mover was speak-
ing on behalf of the producers, the member
for Canning (Mr. Cross) made an inter-
Jection to the effect that the hon. member
would sooner see the consumers poisoned
than the producers inconvenienced. T do
not wish such an unfair charge to be level-
led at me, or at any other member on this
side of the House. The remark was un-
called-for, and such as the member for
Northam (Mr. Hawke) would term un-
generous. If we on this side thought that
the by-law in question, which places such
hardship on the shoulders of the vegetable
and fruit producers of this State, would bhe
likely to do as much good to the liealth of
the community as harm to the producers,
we would not he moving or supporting this
motion. It is a faet that right down the
ages it has been the practice in those coun-
tries where vegetables and fruit are grown
and where inseet pests exist, to use sprays
or dusts of solutions to overenme the pests.
T helieve that in every such countrv the
standard spray is arsenate of lead. Here it
has been used on the advice of the Agricul-
tural Department, and our produeers have
hecome so accustomed to emploving it that
they are of opinion that no other remedy is
suitable.

Mr. Griffiths:

And that there is no betten
remedy. :
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Gue  wouldl
produecers

The Minister for Llealth:
think we were debarring
from using it.

Mr. FERGUSOXN: The regutation, which
1 shall read presently, will preveri them
from using it during certain periods of the
growth of vegetables, at any rate, The Min-
ister for lTealtl, in my opinion, has done
wonderful work in the interests of public
well-being, and deserves credit and com-
mendation from mewmbers of this Chamber
and from the people; but in his usual cm-
phatic way he stated, while debating the
motion which you, Mr, Speaker, ruled on
of arder, that not much harm had resulted
in Quecusland from the enforcement of a
similar regulation, and that therefore not
mueh harin should result in Western Auns-
tralia.  When the Minister argues from
wrong prewmises his deductions are astray,
and that emphasis of his which we all ad-
mire is then somewhat misplaced. He told
us in reference to the worst ease of this
nature that had ever happened i Western
Australia as the result of the use of arse-
nate of lead on vegetables, the very worst
case that had come under the notice of the
authorities, some cahbages discovered at the
metropolitan markets and seized by the in-
spectors had been condemned as unfit for
human consumptfion. The Minister told us
the arsenical contents of some portion of
those cabbages. He told us that the outside
leaves contained .56 grains of arsenie per
pound; and I understood that then he went
on to state that a lethal dose was 1-G4th of
a grain. In that he ahsolutely, though quite
unintentionally, misled the House. The
Minister led members to bhelieve that a
lethal dose of arsenie wag 1-64th of n grain,

The Mimster for Health: I did not say
that, nor did I intend to lead the House to
believe that.

Mr, FERGUSON: I am quite prepared
to believe that the Minister had not any
such intention.

The Minister for Health: T did not sav
that, either.

Mr. FERGUSOX: I am certain the Min-
ister did say it. He stated that a dose was
1-64th of a grain. Now, 1-64ih of a grain
is recominended every dauy of the week
by members of the wmedieal profession
as a dose suitable far homan bheings to
take.  Arsenic in small quantities is not
harmful to human beings, or to stock either,
but acts as n tonic. The Minister, being a

the
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practical stoekman, knows that is se. 1 re-
peat, 1-64th ol a grain is continually being
recommended by doctors for human heings
to take.

Mr. Thorn: And then you have to pay
for the arsenic, whereas on the leaves of
cabbages voun get it for nething.

The Minister for Iealth: ¥ou ean have
my share.

Mr. FERGUSON: A Gdth of a grain is
not anything like enough to kill a man.

The Minister for THealth: That statement
iz wide of the mark.

Mr, FERGUSOXN: It is a positive fact.
1f the Minister wants verification of the
statement, he can apply to the Principal
Medical Oflicer. In reply to an  inguiry
Dr. Atkinson stated that two grains of
arsenic are a lethal dose for a human being.

Mr. Marshall: Hew much was given fo
Phar Lap in America? .

Mr. FERGUSON: I huve gone to a good
deal of trouble to collect detailed informa-
tion on this subject. 1 secured the services
of o man who has had a lifelong experience
of the growing and marketing of vegetables.
To-day he is not asseciuted in any way with
the growing of them, but in anotber capa-
c¢ity he has more to do than any ather man
with the vegetables that come into the metro-
politan markets. With the assistance of
this man 1 ascertained that the average
weight of a cabbage that comes into the
metropolitan markets to-day is 3% Ibs. The
Minister stated that the outside leaves of
a cabbage contained .56 of a grain of
arsenic per pound. This man and I took the
outside leaves off a number of eabbages to
arrive at the average weight of the outside
leaves of an average eabbage weighing 314
Ibs. We found that the ountsifie leaves
weighed, on the average, three-quarters of
a pound. My complaing against the Minis-
ter is that whilst he told us that the outside
leaves of a cabbage contained .56 of a grain
of arsenic to the pound, and said that a
person eating those outside leaves would eat
enough poison on them to kill him, he did
not tell us the arsenic contents of the whole
cabbage. The inside leaves, the heart,
which constitutes the other 234 1bs. of an,
average cabbage, contained in this case
J00018 grains of arsenic per 1b; and it takes
two grains to kill a person,

The Minister for Healilh: T wounld not
like to chance the doze.
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Mr. FERGUSON: Tt is not likely that
anvone wonld get a foed of the octside
leaves. In most instances those leaves are
taken off and thrown away. The Minister
said that in some resaurants that might not
he done. I agree with that. Buat in every
case the cabbage is eut up and boiled, and
it would be a physical impossibility in any
restaurant for any one customer to get a
feed of the outside leaves.

Mr. Sleeman: They do not all boil the
cabhages; some people eat cabbage rvaw.

Mr. FERGUSON: I have not come into
contact with them. T also ascertained that
the avernge quantity of cabbage consumed
by @ grown man at a sitting it 15 1b. Not
many of vs ean eat that much, but T am
told that constitutes a €air feed for a grown
man. 1f a man ate ¥ Ib. of cabbage, and
zof the whole of that ¥} Ihb, from the out-
side leaves, in this particular case it would
have meant that he got 42 geninz of
arsenie in his feed.

Mr. Cross: That is from any part of the
cabhage?

Me. FERGUSON: No, that is from the
outside leaves.

The Minister for Health: Why do the
regulatiens preseribe that there <hall net
he more than a one-hundredth part of a
grain?

Mr. FERGUSON: Beenuse the regula-
Hons always have to be on the conservative
side. Tf a person were given the outside
leaves of this particular cabhage, he would
he requived to eat 314 1hs, of the cabbage
to get sufficient arsenie to kill him; that is,
if none of the arsenic were washed off. But
if the whole of the cabbage, outsidé and in-
«ide leaves, were mixed together, it wounld
reniire 16% hs. of eabbage to be eaten at
one meal to kill that man—the equivalent
nf GG average meals each of 14 1b. of eab-
hage. IF the outside leaves were thrown
away and the inside leaves nlone used, it
would require about three times as mueh.
The position that ohtains in praetieally
every houschold in Western Australia is
that the outside leaves are {nken off and
thrown away, and the rest of the cabhage is
washed, But I am prepared to allow that
some of those outside leaves might be left
on.  When they are washed, the bulk of
the arsenate of lead is washed off, and then
tha halance is boiled. Now take the reports
of analysts, 1 approached the Government
Analyst, and he advised me that he had no
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special knowledge of the matter, becanse he
had not gone closely into it; but he referred
me to the reports of the Queensland Gov-
ernment. Apalvst who, he said, had done
more work of this naturve than anyhody in
Western  Australin. The veport of that
analvst indieated that the amount of arsenie
boiledd out in the eooking progress varied
with the amount of soda put into the eab-
hage; and if no soda were put into the
rahhage, the amount of arsenic boiled out
was ahout 30 per rent. So if any soda is
afdded, more than 50 per cent. of the arsenie
iz hoiled ont. That being so, it means that
to zet a lethal dose of two grains of arsenic
from eabbage which has been first washed
and then hoiled, and with 50 per cent. of
the arsenic washed out—and that is what it
means in 99 per cent. of eases—one would
requive to eat 1,111 Iha. of cabhage at one
meal! So sarely the Minister cannot say
that these rezulations, which ave ealeulated
to do such a tremendous amount of injury
tfo the cabbage growers of this eountry, are
worth while. I should like someone having
a seientific knowledge, such as the member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie, to fake up this
matter, and endeavour to convince the Min-
ister of the error of these regulations,

Mr. Lambert: Are these model by-laws?

Mr, FERGUSON: The Minister men-
fioned the other vight that =ome restanrants
put in the whole of the cabbage, and that
it did not always get washed, To give addi-
tional proof of the error of that statement,
T waut to point out that all the cabbages
orown in the vicinily of DPerth are erown
on a sandy or loamy soil, and that whenever
it rains a certain amount of seil is washed
up on to the ecabbage.  And alterna-
lively, where the cabbage: are watered
artificially, the same applies, No vegetable
which grows so near to the ground as does
the cabbage 1s fit for human eonsumption
until it is washed.  Members are aware
that nothing is more objectionable when
cating cabbage than to get some grit in
one's teeth. TIf only beeause of that, and
heeause restaurant keepers are not anxious
tn lose any of their customers, I say they
are not likely to eook cabbage without first
washing it. So, if in the washing process
half the arsenie is washed off, and in the
hoiling process the other half disappears,
then by the time the food is ready to be
placed on the table there is mighty little of
the arsenic left in it.
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The Minister for Health: Quite a few
men have died of arsenical poisoning in
Wiluna, men whoe have never tasted one
grain of arsenie.

Mr. FERGUSON: DNeither in Western
Australia nor in any other country in the
world have men died from arsenieal poison-
ing as the result of eating cabbage.

The Minister for Health: Why, a girl
died from arsenieal poisoning through eating
an apple!

Mr. FERGUSON: There has never been
a case of injury to any individual as the
result of arsenical poisoning through eat-
ing any vegeiable. Very grave objections
have been raised to these regulations all
aver the vegetable-growing areas in the
State.

The Minister for Health: And in many
other aress they have been adopted.

Mr. FERGUSON: In the electorate rep-
resented by the Minister for Agricultuve the
Oshorne Park authorities have carried reso-
lutions condemning the regulations, and so
too have the Wanneroo Road Board.
Vegetable growers in this country are only
carrying out the adviee tendered to them
by the expert officers of the Department
of Agriculture, namely, that if they want
to control the eabbage moth and other
pests of the Brassica family they have to
control them by means of arsenate of lead
spray. In carrying out that adviee, the
growers have folt that they were not likely
to do any harm to the henlth of the com-
muntty. During the time I was at the
Department of Agriculture, disenssions
took place between the officers of that de-
partment and the officers of the Health
Department, and the danger of these regu-
Intions was pointed omt. The decision
arrived at as a result of those discussions
was that the matter should be allowed to
drop. So I was very much surprised when
I saw these regulations placed upon the
Table of the House, as a result of which,
had they not been challenged, they would
bave become law.

The Minister for Health: How could if
be prevented, when your own Government
put them throngh Executive Couneil?

Mr, FERGUSON: I accept no responsi-
bility for that, because I believe these
regulations were framed by the Health
Department, and were put throurh by the
Minister without realisation of the dam-
age they were likely to do.
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AMr, Lambert: Who was responsible for
their framing?

Mr. FERGUSON: T do not eare. They
were put through by the Government of
which I was a member, and I am opposing
them because I think they are very injur-
ious to the growers of vegetables. It is
immaterial which Government weve respon-
gible for them, If the hon. member were
on this side of the House nnd they were
put through by the Government, he would
be opposing them., Here is the point I
want to make: arsenate of lead is the only
cheap economical spray for eontrolling these
pests. It costs 1s. a lb., and 1 lb. makes 25
gallons of spray. The next cheapest solu-
tion whieh would be reasonably effective is
a proprietary line costing 1l1s. per gallon,
and that also makes 25 gallons of spray,
at a cost to the producers of 11 times as
mueh as the cost of the arsenate of lead
spray. That is going to make the growing
of vegetables of the Brassica family prac-
tically impossible in Western Australia.
The Minister referred to the case of the
boy—it was not a girl—in Vietoria who was
poisoned as the result of eating an apple.
I want to stress this, because in the preven-
tion of diseases met with in the growing of
apples-—which ig of vital importance fo
Western Australia—the use of arsenate of
lead is essential, I thought it was rather
remarkable that a child should have been
poisoned by eating an apple, so 1 sent a
wire to the Minister for Agrieulture in
Victoria, asking for the details of the easc,
which is the only case on record of any
individual dying as the result of eating
fruit sprayed with arsenate of lead. Here
is the letter T received from the Minister
for Agriculture of Victoria—

Adverting to your telegram of the 2Sth
August and my reply of the 29th idem read-
ing:— ‘Kindly wire me coroner’s verdict
death of child reported caunsed through eating
applea sprayed arsenate lead your State’' T
now desire to advise vou that, from inquiries
made, it appears that the child, aged three
vears, was given a whole apple to eat, and
actually ate practieally all the skin portion
by nibbling arcund the outside of the apple.
YVarious organs from the child were analysed
and found to cantain traces of arsenie vary-
ing from 1/400 to 1/100 grain of arsenie
trioxide (AsvQg). Two complete apples from
the same lot as that given to the child had
white patches on the skin and were found to
contain 1/60 and 1/80 of a grain of arsenic
respectively.,  The arsenic eontent of these
apples in grains per lh. would therefore be
mueh in exeess of the maximum of 1/100
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grain per Ib. allowed by existing regulations,
as approximately three of these apples would
represent ¥ 1h. T understand that there was
some diversitv of opinion as to whether the
amount of arsenie on one of these apples was
suflicient to kill this child, even allowing for
the fact that it was not in a normal state of
health.

From that I take it that a werk, sickly
child, three vears of age, nibbled the peel off
an apple and then died. There is nothing
conclnzive about that case, and in my
opinien the Minister has no right to eon-
tinue to fuote it as a case of someone hav-
ing been poisoned through eating apples
which had heen sprayed with arscnate of
lead. T should say that if a weak, sickly
vhild, three vears of age, ate the peel off
an apple, that alone would be snfficient to
kill it, quite apart from the presence of any
arsenate of lead. T do not think that any
apple conld contain suffieient arsenate of
lead to kill a child. The spray is applied
in a thin solution and not much of it would
adhere to the smooth skin of an apple. In
this case one-sixtieth and one-eightieth of
a grain were found on apples from the
same lot as the one eaten by the child, but
we know that one-sixty-fourth of a grain
is the ordinary medieinal dose for a human
being. 1 do not believe that that ehild was
killed by the arsenate of lead on the apple.

The Minister for Health: By whom are
we to be gnided-—Dr. Atkinsen and the evi-
dence at the inquiry, or by you and your
statement?

Mr. FERGUSON: 1 admit that the ver-
diet at the inquiry was that the ehild had
died from arsenate of lead peisoning, but
the Minister must consider the faet that the
child was not in a normal state of health
and that a very small quantity of arsenic
might have been sufficient to kill it. There
was only one-sixtieth to one-eightieth of a
grain on the apples similar to the one eaten
by the child. The quantity provided for in
the British Pharmacopeia and in all the
trade regulations of the Old Country is one-
hundredth of a grain, and that las heen
fixed, not heecause there iz any danger in
one-hundredth of a grain, but hecanse some
quantity had to be specified, and naturally
those controlling the frunit trade in the Old
Country would not run any risk by permit-
ting fruit to contain a large quantity of
arsenate of lead. The question of spraying
apples is of vast importance to Western
Australia, We in this State are fortunate
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in that we have no eodlin moth, hut there
15 quite a lot of it in the Eastern States.
There it ix the most dreaded seourge the
apple growers have, and they spray their
apples with arsenate of lead six or eight
times every vear. In spite of that, this is
the only case of any human being having
suffered any harm, and it was a weak, sickly
child three years of age. The officers of
our Department of Agriculture some time
ago made investigations to  aseertain
whether there was sufficient arsenate of
lead on apples to cause any injury to the
consuer, They sprayed a number of
apples with a solution double the sirength
of that used all over the world, and found
it would he necessary for a person to eat
no fewer than 75 lhs. of apples at one sit~
ting to get enough arsenate of lead to kill
him. The Minister said that some of the
vegatahble growers could not speak English
and might be careless to the point of using
too strong a solution for spraying. There
is no ground for that contention. Many of
the vegetable growers in the metropolitan
area who came from FEuropean countries
were growing vegetables and knew very well
how to mix arsepate of lend for spraying
long before they settled here. In fact, for-
cigners engaged in vegetable growing are
most economieal in their use of arsenate of
lead. If they used a little more, they might
suffer less from the ravages of the cabbage
moth. There is another aspect of the matter
that I wish to bring hefore members and
that is the tremendous difficuity the hy-law
will impose on tomato growers., Tomato
growing is developing eonsiderably in West-
ern Australia, and during the early portion
of the season we have almost captured the
Melbourne trade, In the distriets repre-
sented by the Minister for Agrieuiture, the
Minister for Railways and the members for
Toodyay, Swan and Canning, a Jarge quan-
tity of tomatoes is grown every year. The
land on which thev are grown is a natural
harbour for certain plant pests, an? unlesy
growers can use some economical spray over
the whole period, they will not be able to
market a clean palatable fruit. Tomatoes
commence to ripen in June and July in
some of the earlier distriets and fruit from
then on for six months, and growers have
to spray the tomatoes periodically during
the ripening pericd. Some of the fruit
receives the arsenate of lead when in the
green state and some when in the ripe state,
just before picking, and it would bhe an
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impossibility for any grower to place
his tomatoes on the market without a

small percentage of arsenate of lead adher-
ing to them. The by-law states that the
tomatoes must not be sprayed within four
weeks 6f marketing. I defy the Minister for
Health or the ablest scientist in the land to
say whether arsenate of lead has been
sprayed on vegetables one, two, three or
four weeks previons to inspection.

Mr. Lambert: Except with an army of in-
spectors.

Mr. FERGUSON: All the inspectors in
the world could not decide at what time the
spray had been applied to the tomatoes.
Unless growers ave allowed to market their
tomatoes with a small percentage of arse-
nate of lead adhering—a percentage not
likely to do any harm-—we shall impose a
great hardship on them, T should like to
read a letter written by the seeretary of
the Geraldton Tomato Growers’ Association,
a copy of which, I understand, has been
sent io the Minister for Agriculture, the
Minister for Railways and the Minister for
Health. He states—

I to-day wired you as follows:— ‘Under-
stand amendment to Health Aet referenes
gpraying materinl adhering to  fruit before
Parliament now, Members of Tomate Grow-
ers’ Association this district state require-
ments Health Department regarding tomatoes
in view of cireumstances are unreasenable
and unnecessary and will entail heavy ex-
peuse to indnstry. Ask yonr co-operation in
combating this measure. Writing details,”’
At a reprosentutive meeting of our assoein-
tion members held at Bluff Point vesterday
evening the aboeve matter was discussed at
length. T swas eventually instrueted to wire
vou, which T have already done. T may not
he as clear on this matter as [ should be, but
I have information to the effect that legisla-
tion is now on the Table of the House affect-
ing the tomato industry. T understand that
there will be a debate on the amendment to
the Health Act whereby every frace of
spraying maferial will have to be removed
from each single tomate. Now, growers have
of necessity to usc arsenical and other sprays
to cheek insect pesis and discases in their
fruit, as advised by departmental fruit in-
spectors. Before murketing, the growers of
ecourse remove most of the dust whieh is then
adhering to the tomatoes, but it is nearly im-
possihle to remove every trace of a spray
material without great labour and expense.
Certainly, certain vegetables such as eab-
bages, cte., may carry quantities of spray
material which may pessibly prove decleterious
to consumers, buf a tomato will not readily
hold the spray in quantities gufficient to be
dangerous to the public. Furthermore, the
poisons which are used by the growers in
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their industry are broken down in a propor-
tion of 4 to J40. The whole positior is one
which should be inguired into very curefully
ag it is debatable whether the Heulth De-
partment requircments in this direetion will
serve any good purpose.  Tomato growers
have, [ uvaderstand, used spravs for upwards
of tweuty venrs in the past, and there has
been no cause fur complaint in regard to the
sale of tomatees, T trust that you will wateh
thiz very enrefully on the growers' behalf.
T have alsu written in the above strain to the
Minister for Health and J. ¢, Willcoek, Bag,

Mr, Marshall: No more of fheir toma-
toes.

My, FERGUSON: Members will now
appreciate Low the by-law would affect eab-
bage growers, apple ygrowers and tomato
growers.  The importation of apples into
Western Auwstralia is prohibifed, but as a
resulf of people bringing an apple or two
in their pockets oceasiounally, codlin moth
bas been iutroduced. There have been 11
vutbreaks of eodlin moth in our apple-
growing districts, and in every instanee the
vuthreak hus been checked and stamped out
whally and solely by the use of arsenate of
lead. 1f we obtained the opinion of the
Superintendent of Horticulture, I am sure
he would say that if we had an outbreak
ol eodlin moth to-morrow and he was pro-
hibited fromm using arzenate of lead, it
would he donbtful whether the outhreak
could he checked. Then our apple orchards,
which are so valuable to us, would in all
probability be devastoted. In addition we
have had outbreaks of black spot and seab
in apples. Those outbreaks have heen eli-
minated by the use of Bordeaux mixiure,
which consists of hlue-stone and guick-lime.
If growers are not uallowed to use blue-
stone and quick-lime and we have an out-
breal: of black spot or seab, J venture fo say
it will be almost impossible to stamp out
the disense, TUnder the by-law no one would
be allowed to use any delcterious matfer—
those are the words used—and I venture to
say that blue-stone or quick-lime would be
regarded as deleterious matter, and the
grower marketing apples with any trace of
either of those materials adhering would be
breaking the law. The same thing applies
to what is known as black spot in pears;
that disease bas been kept in check by the
use of Bordeaux mixture. The same applies
to brown rot in citrus orchards. If the
growers in distriets where oranges and
lemons are produced in large quantities are
not allowed to use those commodities, which
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are used the world over to ecombat pests, 1
do not, know what their position will he. It
is not fair to the growers io place this addi-
tional burden on them, and the only result
of it, in my opinion, will be increased prices
for all the eommodities mentioned. T be-
lieve the Minister will find that in the long
run, instead of having done good to the con-
sumers of fruit and vegetabies he will have
done considerable harm by making it impos-
sible for the poorer sections of the commun-
ity to purchase those commodities. e al-
ways have to take some risk. We cannot
legislate for every class of risk. I read in
the paper that the Commissioner of Police
said there had heen something like 69
people killed in Western Australia as a re-
sult of motor accidents during the last 12
months. No one has suggested prohibiting
the use of motor cars hecansze s0 many
people have been killed. Why should we
prohibit the use of arsenate of lead when
there is no risk whatever in using it? It
would be absurd to say that beecanse some-
one was killed by a motor, we wounld have to
walk wherever we wanted to go. Oceasionally
a boy is shot throngh a rifle being carelessly
handled, or a kangaroo shooter is acciden-
tally wounded by a gun, hui no one snggests
we should prohibit the wse of firearms he-
canse of those oceurrences, QOccasionally
on the poldfields a man iz hurt in a hlasting
accident, or that sort of thing happens in
the agricultural areas, but no one snggests
we should prohibit the use of fractenr be-
cause of those things. There is no justifiea-
tion for prohibiting the use of a commodity
that has been used carefully by our growers
for a great many years without any harm
whatever oceurring to anyone.

The Minister for Health: The rezulations
do not prohibit the use of them. The grow-
ers can use a ton of these things if they
like to wash them off hefore the commodi-
ties are offered for sale.

Mr. FERGUSON: I doubt if the Minis-
ter has read the regulation.

The Minister for Health: I have.

AMr. FERGUSON: It says that no person
shall apply arsenate of lead, either as a
spray or a powder.

The Minister for Health: Go on.

Mr. FERGUSON: Or in any other form
whatsoever to cabbages, cauliflowers or
any other plant belonging to the Brassica
family within four weeks of eutting for
sale,
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The Minister for Health: That daes not
prohibit people from using it.

Mr. FERGUSON: Tt is not praeti-
cable.  No one can tell whether cabbages
have heen spraved within four weeks or
four days. [t is wutterly absurd to
put such a regulation into foree in one dis-
triet and not in another [t has been in
force in the Oshorne Park district, and nrot
in the Wanneroo district. 1 venture to say
that eabbages grown in Osborne Park will
be sent from Wanneroo, and neither the
Minister nor his inapectors will know whence
they have come. In the growing of our
wheat crops we have smut and bunt, dis-
cases which badly affect the yield every
vear. To prevent these diseases, we use cop-
per carbonate. That is deleterious to humar
beings if earelessly used. The man who used
copper carbonate with his seed wheat prior
to placing it in the seed bed would be tak-
ing considerable risk nnless he was careful.
He is caleulated to suffer more damage than
the consumers of cabbages would suffer by
the use of arsenate of lead, and
vet we do not prohibit the use of copper
curbonate, because we know it is essential
to our wheat ¢rops. There is nothing rea-
sonable, sensible or fair about the regula-
tion, and I hope the House will disallow it.
The Minister, with a flonrish of trumpets,
said that the regulation had been in force
in Queenstand for two years, and no injury
had heen done to anyone. Why did not the
Minister tell the House the position in the
other Htates? He took the case that suited
himsclf, and said nothing ahont the other
States. I have ascertained what the regu-
lations are in every State. In New Scuth
Wales there is nothing to prohibit the use
of arsenate of lead, but the sale of fruit
and vegetables is prohibited if they are
found to contain more than one-tenth of a
arain, not one-hundredth of a grain.

The Minister for Health: I did not —s;y
that. T was not reported as saying it, and
T did not say it.

Mr. FERGUSON: On more than one
nceasion the Minister has said that the maxi-
mum allowed was one-hundredth part of a
orain.

The Minister for Health: It 1y in the
Iood and Drugs Regulations, and that
applies in New South Wales as well as here.
There is uniformity throughout the Com-
monwealth.
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Mr, FERGUSON: I have here a telegram
signed by the Minister for Agriculture of
New South Wales,

The Alinister for Health: I do not care
who signed it. Get a copy of the Food and
Jhugs Regulations.

Mr, FERGUSOXN: No, the Minister does
not care.

Mr, Marshall: None of us cares,

The Minister for Health: I ean produce
the regulations from every State. All of
them refer to one-hundredth part of a grain,

My, FERGUSON: The telegram from the
Minister for Agriculture of New South
Wales 15 as follows:—

No regulations this State prohibiting use
arsenical sprays but board health prohibits

sale fruit and vegetables containing over one-
tenth grain arsenic per pound produce.

The Minister for Agriculturve in Queensland
lelegraphed as follows:—

Your wire Queensland health regulations
do not prohibit use arsenical sprays except in
case of cabbages and canliflowers after they
show signs of hearting. Regulations prohibit
sale of fruit and vegetahles with deleterious
substances adliering to them.

Tbe Minister for Health:
snme as this regulafion.
Mr. FERGUSON: Here is a telegram

from the Minister for Agriculture in Vie-
toria—

That is the

Vietorian health regulations do net prohibit
growers spraying with arsenic but sale of any
foodstuffs including fruit and vegetables
showing any trace of arsenic not allowed.

These regulations say that the use of this
chemical is not prohibited. It is no use
the Minister trying to Dluff me like that,
hecause I am not going to be bluffed.

The Minister for Health: You are not
sticking to the truth.

Mr. FERGUSON: I have read telegrams
sent to me by Ministers for Agriculture in
the various States. The Minister ean accuse
them of telling lies if he likes, but shounld
not accuse me.

The Minister for Health: I have had
communications from them too

Mr FERGUSON: These were sent in
reply to my inquiries. Victoria was the
State where it was said a child was poisoned
through eating apples that had been sprayed
with arsenate of lead. The Minister for
Agriculture in that State says—

‘V.ictorian health regulations do not pro-
hihit growers spraying with arsenic but sale
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of any foodstuffs including fruit and vege-
tables showing any trace of arsemic not
allowed.

The Minister for Agricultnre in Tasmania
has telegraphed—

Health regulations de not prohibit spraying
fruit and vegetables arsenical sprays.

The Minister for Agrienlture in South Aus-
tralin says—

No regulatious to prevent spraying fruit
and vegetables but an offente to contaiu
more than one hondredth grain arsenie¢ per
pound.

Mr, Marshall: Have you a telegram from
the Minister for Agriculture of this State?

Mr. FERGUSON: If he would tell me
what he thought about it, he would sny he
had no time for the regulation, and that it
ought to be passed out. A few years ogo
there oceurred a secare similar to the one
from which the Minister is now suffering.
This arose through some people who were
handling in London, apples that had been
imported from America. An investigafion
was made, and it was ascertained that there
was no risk whatever from the chemicals
used in the ireatment of apples. I hap-
pened to drop across an article in the
“Journal of Agriculture of Western Aus-
tralia,” written by G. L. Sutton, Director
of Agriculture, and dated June, 1926. This
iz what he wrote—

In view of the millions of bushels of
sprayed apples which have been eaten with.
out injuripus effect, it would indeed he sur-
prising at the present time for anyone, much
Iess a well-informed wedical ollicer, to raise
anything like a scare in connection with the
possible dangers aceruing from the rosidual
remains of arsenical or other sprays. Many
years ago in the early dayvs of sprayving his-
tory, seares regarding the danger from eating
American apples sprayed for codlin meth or
canker worm were raised. These reports have
led to many chemieal examinations of sprayed
fruit, and only in rarc cases has even a trace
of arsenic been found., It is only when very
Inte applications are made, such as are utterly
useless, that any of the poison is found upon
the froit, and then the quantities are so
minute that they could in no way cause in-
jury to the consumer. But even though all
the poison sprayved upon the apples in making
necessary treatments should remain there un-
disturbed, a person would be obliged to cat
at one meal eight or ten barrels of the fruit
in order to consume enough arsenic to cause
any injury.

The Minister for Health: That is a rea-
sonable statement for Mr. Sutton to make.
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Mr. FERGUSOXN: It is not possible for
the sprayed arsenic to adhere to the smooth
skin of fruit such as apples. The risk that
is run is absolutely negligible. ‘There is no
reason why our growers should be called
upon te put up with the bardship that will
be imposed upon them. As a result of the
three vears I spent in the Department of
Agrienlture T obtained a pretty fair idea of
the views held by the scientific officers of
the department. I intended to give the
House what I thought were some of their
views, Through the courtesy of the Minis-
ter for Agrienlture, however, I was enabled
to study fhe file, and instead of using my
own language to convey the views of the
officers I knew, I liave been allowed to take
some exiracts from the file, and would like
to wive them to the House. The first one
is signed by J. L. Newman, entomologist of
the department.  After dealing with the
spraying of vegetables, he goes on to say—

When, however, it comes to protecting a
crop like tomatoes against elimbing and other
cut-worms, caterpillars, ete, it is essential to
protect the fruit up to the time of turning
colour. As this crop ripens irregularly, it
means that there are always green and colour-
ing fruits present at the same time; hence
it is impossible to determine the latest period
for dusting or spraying, the growers being
guided by the need or otherwise of treatment.

The dusta or sprays generally used are com-

posed of arsenate of lead and bluestone.
Fven if such substances as nicotine sulphate
or tobagco dust and lime were used, thesc
would all come vnder the heading “deleteri-
ous,’” to which the regulation would apply.
Then we have the very important question of
fritit fly conirol. The chicf method employed,
and which is enforced by regulation under the
Plant Discases Act, is the application of 2
fruit juice, molasses, and arsenate of lead
foliage bait.
Here we have the Lepariment of Agricul-
ture, in their endeavour to eradicate fruit
fly, insisting, under the Plant Diseases Act,
that certain measures of control shounld be
adopted, and if they are adopted, they will
come under the regulation, and no one ¢an
use them. If these things ave used, it will
be impossible to prevent zome of them from
adhering to the fruit, and they will be elassed
as deleterious. Tt will he impossible to carry
out hoth the Plant Diseases Act and this
by-law.

The Minister for Health: T have read
that. T have had a conference with that

officer since, and he admits the statement is
wrong.
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Mr. FERGUSON: I do not believe Mr.
Newman would put anyibing on paper and

afterwards declare it was wrong, He goes
on to say—
The present regulation, if enforced, will

supersede the one under the Plant Discases
Act, thus leaving the department without its
chief method of controlling this most serious
fruit pest.

That is very important, leaving the depart-
ment without the use of its standard remedy
to control the most serious fruit nest in
Western Australia, the fruit fly. He con-
tinues—

We also have to face the annual danger of
an outbreak of codlin moth. All previous ont-
breaks have been suceessfully stamped out hy
the use of arsenate of lead as the poisoning
medium. This is the standard spray through-
out the world against this pip fruit pest.

And yet we want to stop this in Western
Australia.

The Minister for Health: We arz not gu-
ing to stop it.

Mr., FERGUSON:
tinues—

The application of the present by-law would
make it impossible to dispose of our apples
on the local market owing to the faet that
they would have been sprayed several times
with arscnate of lead, the sellers being held
liable to prosecution. In Eastern Australia
they apply six to ecight spravings with
arscnate of lead to their pip froit erops
annually,

There are other serious pests which are
largely controlled by the use of poison sprays
or dusts. If the use of same is prohibited,
it will mean that growers will he left largely
without means of protecting their crops, re-
sulting in enormous economic loss and hence
great increasc in cost to the consumer. From
the peint of view of danger to the consumer
of produce sprayed with arsenate of lead, a
loeal test was made in 1926. Apples were
sprayed at a strength of 6 lbs, and up te 12
lbs. of arsenate of lead per 100 gallons, this
being considerably more than was the stand-
ard recommended. The Goverament Aunalyst
(Dr. Stmpson) tested the fruits for arsenie
and proved that the largest quantity found
per 1b. of fruit was considerably less than the
amount permitted by the Imperial aunthorities,
uamely, 1/100th part of a grain of arsenie.

Mr, Newman co¢on-

That indicates that a solution, of infinitely
greater strength than any practical grower
would use, was availed of in the test, and
the result of the examination disclosed less
than 1/100th part of a grain of arsenie.
It takes two grains to do an injury to a
man. The report proceeds—

Dr. Cobb, Deparlment of Agriculture, New
South Wales, states that to obtain sufficient
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arsenic ta kill & human heing  from fruit
sprayed at the strength advised for killing cod-
lin moth larvae, it would be necessary for the
consunier to vat more than a bushel of apples
ut a sitting.

In another instance, cited in the *Journal of
Heonomic Entomology™ there appeared com-
ments on the resnlts of five applirations (4
Ibs. to 150 gallon:) of sprayved material o
apples, in which it was stated—

It was found that apples sprayed this sen-
son contained arsenic in amounts considerably
below the limit adopted by the Rowval Com-
mission on Arvsenieal Poisoning in 1930, The
amount of arsenic found in e¢ider and jelly
made Ffrom these same apples wis even less
than that found in the original apples.

That gives the point of view of the en-
tomologist. Next [ will guote the views of
Mr, II. A, Pittman, the Plant Patholegist.
He reported in connection with the new regn-
lations under discussion—

I have sighted the minute put up by the
Government Entomologist, dated the 1st Junc,
1933, and wish to state that I am in accord
with his contention that if the regulations are
enforced in their present form, they must in-
evitably result in an almost entire, or entire,
cessation of the production of many vegetahle
garden and fruit products, or, alternatively, an
enormous increase in cost to the consumer.
For example, it is absolutely essentinl to spray
or dust tomato plants during the growing
period with eopper-eontaining dusts or sprays
to prevent such fungal diseases of the foliage
and/or fruit ns ‘" Spptoria leaf epot,’’ ‘“Target
#pot,?? ‘“Irish blight,’* *“Phoma fruit rot,?’
and so0 on. Owing to the faet that the toinnto
erop does not all ripen at onee, but is pro-
duced over a long period of time during which
fruit at all stages of growth snd maturstion
are present on the vines togelhier, it is abso-
lutely impossible to prevent a certain amount
of the spray or dusting materinl adhering to
some of the fruits which are almost ready to
pick. It gecms, therefore. that either the onus
of removing this material must he placed on
the purchaser, or the irdustry must virtually
cease. The only other possibility is that toma-
toes would be produced under such difficult
conditions that the scarcity and priee of the
product would render it obtainable only by the
very rich,

**Brown rot'’ of citrns fruits necessitates
spraying with DBordeaux mixture containing
four or five 1bs. copper sulphate per 50 gallons
of spray in the autumn and again in the early
spring. As a matter of fact, I have just pre-
parcd a Press paragraph advising all who have
not yet done so to lose no time spraying their
trees with Bordeaux mixture. Faijlure to de
this, frequently resuits in a loss of 50 or more
per cent. of a erap together with up to 100
per cent. of the foliage. In such a ecasge, the
subsequent crops are greatlv reduced for sev-
eral years afterwards.
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Members will see, therefore. that failure to
spray menns the possible loss of 50 per cent.
of a ervop and 100 per cent. of the foliage,
and that if the growers do spray so as to
save their crops and foliage, thex will have
tuv hreak the regulations we are now diseuss-
ing. The report of the Plant Pathologist
continues—

The practice of preventive spraying neves-
sirtly means that some at least of the fruits
come to market with traces of Bordeaux mix-
ture and would therefore fall foul of the new
regulations, even though orange and lemon
skins are not caten, aud even thougii the cop-
per vompounds present do not appear to be
very poisonous if comsumed in small amounts.
Grapes are sprayed with Bordeaus mixture
against anthracnose, and dwvsted with sulphur
agamst olium, nnil often come to market bear-
ing traces of these materials, especially the
latter. Celery is sprayed with Bordeaux mix-
ture against carly and late ““hlight,”” peas
against 4 hlack spot,’’ cabbage against ¢ hlack
leg,”” pears against ‘‘seah,’’ apricots against
“tshot hole?’ amd ““green vot,”” amd so on.
Examples eould Le multiplied almost indefin-

itely. It is obvious, therefore, that the depart-
mental  attitude conflicts  with  the  recently
gazctted regulations of the Tlealth Depart-
ment.

There is ample svientifie evidence to show
that grapes, eclery, ete., even when very ob-
vinusly contaminated with Bordenux mixture,

would need to he eaten in cnormous gnantitics
hefore o fatal dose eould be ingested.

Alre, Pittman eites, for example, the hook
“Fungt and THsease in Plants,” writien by
Dr. E. J. Batler, Director of the Tmperial
Rurean of Mveology. Dr. Batler is one of
the best known scientists in England and he
has this to say ahout it—

Sinee many of the fungieides used are
poisonous, it is natural that uneasiness has
sometimes been felt in regard to their use on
parts of plants intended for consumption.
Numerous tests have shown that these fears
are groundless. Thus, some years ago, there
was a seare in New York owing to the large
amount of grapes covered with Bordeaux
mixture that were exposed for sale. FEx-
aminations of the worst sam-les obtainable,
however, showed that it would be necessary
to eat 3,000 lbs. (including the skins) to ob-
tain a dose of copper that might be regarded
as dangerous. So also, it was found in
another experiment that sprayed ecelery,
stripped and prepared for market in the usual
way, could be consumed to the number of
66,400 heads hefore copper poisening need be
feared. With tea sprayed with DBordeaux
mixture against blister blight in Darjeeling,
it was found that copper could he detected in
the manufactured leaf, but that one wounld
have to consume some 140,000 cups, as ordin-
arily made, hefore the amount of copper,
recognised as a dangerous daily dose, would
be reached. From these experiments, it is
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clear that the copper sprays are not likely to
contaminate parts used for consumption to
any appreciable extent. The other sprays are
even less likely to be harmful

The Minister for Health: That does not
refer to arsenate of lead.

Mr. FERGUSOX : It refers to a deleteri-
ous snbstance that must not he used if these
regulations are agreed fto.

The AMinister for Health: Nonzense!

Mr. FERGUSON: It is not nonsense at
all. The extract shows that, in the opinion
of Dr. Butler, the position is as I have in-
dicated. I should like to read one other
extract which has an jmportant bearing on
this matter—

Black spot in peurs is one of the most
troublesome fruit diseases. An interesting
development here is that Miss Joan Hearman,
B.Se., a graduate of the University, co-
operating with Mr. Pittman, reeently carricd
out control experiments on a large secale at
Mt. Barker, which have been ewminently
successful.  These were conducted at Soun-
ness Bros.” orchard, which includes 20 aeres
of pears, from which they had been obiain.
ing comparatively little revenne since the
war, when the f{rees were more or less
neglected. The owners took the view that
they might almost as well uproot the trees.
However, the experiments were made and
took the form of early ploughing-under of the
infected over-wintering leaves and four spray-
ings with Bordeaux mixture at the ‘‘bud-
bursting,’” ‘“pre-pink’’ to ‘‘pink,’’ ‘‘petal-
fall’? and ‘‘ten days later’’ stages. Here ig
how this victory worked out. The total cost
of material for the treatment was 33%d. a
tree—say, the price of a ib. of pears—for a
return of 85 per cent. of perfect fruit, repre-
senting  an  cnormous inerease in  earning
capacity of np to about £1 per tree.

There, is an instance of an orchard that was
practically peglected and rained becanse of
the fruit diseases, and, which, as the result
of the use of sprays it is now proposed to
prohibit, was brought back o full
bearing; and, in consequence of the
work of Miss Joan Hearman, an graduate
of ihe University of Western Australia, it
now refurns a crop of 83 per cenh. perfect
fruit. Should any member go to the Perth
City Council offices and ask o be shown a
copy of a letter writien by the Town Clerk,
Mr. Bold, to the Under Secretary for Agri-
culture, he will have no difficulty in perus-
ing the document. These regulations now
under disenscion were brought before the
City Council. There are no vegeiable grow-
¢rs to speak of within the confines of the
City of Perth, but when the regulations were
plaeced hefore the City Couneil, members of
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that hody swelt a rat, because they realised
that a handicap would be placed upon the
suppliers of fruit and vegetables to the resi-
dents of Perth. The upzhot was that the
Town Clerk wrote thre following letter to the
Under Secretary for Agriculture—

A letter has been received by this couneil
from the Medical Department enclosing copy
of ”Rn amendment recently made to the model
by-tuws in conpection with the prohibition of
the sale of cabbages, et¢., which have been
sprayed with arsemic of lead or other dele-
terious sebstances, and suggesting that the
by-lasw should be adopted by the couneil. The
matter is at present under consideration by
the Health Committee, who would be glad to
Lhave your opinion in comnection with the pro-
posal, hefore arriving at any definite decision
in the matter. Copy of the by-law referred to
is enclosed herewith, and I shall be glad to
have your comments at your convenience,

The Minister for Health: What ix the date
of that letter?

Mr, FERGUSON: The 24th May, 1933.
This is the reply that Mr. Sutton, the Diree-
tor of Agriculture, addressed tv the Town
Clerk—

With refercnee to your letter dated the 24th
May, covering 2 copy of an amendment recently
made to the model by-laws in conncction with
the sale of cabbages, ete., I wish to inferm
you that since reeeipt of your letter, a depu-
tation from the Fruit and Produce Aue-
tiongers’ Association waited on me aund later
on the Minister for Health, as they considered
that the hy-laws were impossible from their
point of view. This department’s viewpoint
is that under the by-laws meantioned, fruit-
growers and market gardeners will find it im-
possible to imarket their produce at a price
that will enable the average eitizen to purchase
it. [ understand, however, that, as the resuit
of the deputation which waited oun the Minis-
ter for Health, there is a possibility of the
by-laws being amended.

Thus it will be seen that, in the opinion of
the departmenta| oflicers, whose views [ have
quoted, there iz nnanimity on the point that
if the regulations are applied in their en-
tireiy, the vegetable and troit-growers of
Western Australia will be tremendously han-
dicapped, and it will be practically hnpos-
sible for them to marvket their produets at
a price that will ennble ordinary individual=
to purchase them. Vegetables and fruit
comprise a large proportion of our diet and
we should enconrge their consumption te an
even grester extent than obtains to-dzy. The
regulations will have a tendency te restrict
the quantity that people, in their straitened
eircumstances of to-day, will be able to
afford to purchase. We should not encour-
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age that tendeney, but rather should we do
the reverse. We should make vegetables
and fruit available to the consuming public
in even greater and cheaper guantities than
are available to-day. We should bring them
more within their reach so that they will
cat more than they do to-day. I say, de-
finitely and emphatically, that the imposi-
tion of these regulations will inflict tre-
mendous hardship on a seetion of the pri-
mary producers, and we should not permit
them to pass unchallenged. Notwithstanding
the interest and enthusiasm of the Minister
for Health, and his belief that the regula-
tions are in the interests of the consuming
public, I urge him, even at this late siage,
to re-model the regulations in sueh a way
as to make them less harsh and more applic-
able to the conditions that obtain to-day. I
urge him to do that so that the growers can
produce their crops profitably and without
suffering from the tremendouns handicap that
the present regulations will reprasent,

MR. THORN  (Toodvay—in reply)
[65.45] : There is very little to say in reply
because there has been really no opposition
advanced. As I said previously, the regu-
lation is not praetieal. Tt will irritate and,
as the member for Irwin-Moore said, it will
not be possible to put it into effeet, I will
defy anyone to say whether a cabbage bhas
been sprayed a week or a month before mar-
keting. The AMinister tried to make it elear

that any diffienlty could he overcome
by washing the vegetables. The point
I would like to emphasise, however,
is that the regulatioms set out that

vegetables may not be sprayed within four
weeks of the marketing of the vegetables.
That is where the hardship comes in. This
State to-day, like the other States, is over-
run with insect pests, and they do most of
their destructive work within the last month
of growth. It is absolutely necessary, there-
fore, that spraying should be carried out
at the stage just before marketing. I also
said before that in the hoiling of any of
these vegetables the deleterious effect of the
spraying is gradually reduced. That stands
to reason. Even the cabbage spraved with
.56 grain of arsenate of lead, immediately
it is placed in the water, the strength of the
arsenate of lead is reduced. It disappears
with the steam. It is & soluble poison and
a great proportion evaporates in the boiling
process. I should like to quote what Coun-
cillor Stevens, of Fremantle, had to say when
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this question was disenssed recently. MHe
declared that no one had heen killed by eat-
ing vegetables, and he was inclined to le-
lieve that the question of arsenic in vege-
tables was a hogey.

Mr. Sleeman: He is not a vezetarian.

Mr. THORN: I helieve he is, and there-
fore ought to know. I assure the House
that it is really a hogey, and 1 appeal to
members to look at it in a practical manner
and form their own opinions on it, I trust
members will support the motien for dis-
allowing the rgulation.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 17
Noes 19
Majority against 2
Aras,
Mr. Brockman Mr. North
Mr, Fergusocn Mr. Patrick
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Piesse
Mr. Hawkeo Mr, J. H, Smith
Mr. Keeosn Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Lambert Mr. Thoern
Mr. M¢Donald Mr. Welsh
Mr. McLarty Mr. Doney
Mr. Marshall (Teller.y
Noznm.
Mr, Clothier . Mr, Munsie
Mr. Collier Mr. Rodoreda
Mr, Coverley Mr. Sleeman
Mr, Cunningham Mr. F. C. L. Smith
Mr. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Miss Holmon Mr. Wansbrough
Mr, Kenneally Mr. Wiilcoek
Mr. MeCallum Mr. Wise
Mr. Millington Mr, Wilsan
Mr. Molcoey (Teiler.)
Paing.
AYES, NoEs.
Mr. Latham Mr. Troy
Mr, Seward Mr. Needkam

Question thus negatived.

BILLS (3) RETURNED.

1, Industries Assistance Aect Continuance.

2, Mortgagees’ Rights Restriction Aet
Continuanece,

3, Reduction of Rents Act (Continuance,
Withcut amendment.

[

MOTION—LEGAL COSTS.
To Inquire by Select Committee,
Debate resumed from the 6th September
on the following motion by Mr. Raphael:—

That a seleet committee be appointed to
inquire into legal costs in this State and also
the Legal Practitioners Act.
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MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [5.55]: 1
congratuiate the member for West Perth on
the manner in which he endeavoured to de-
fend the legal praetitioners. Unfortunately
for him, however, he was most nnconvineing.
I do not blame him for that, because I eon-
tend he had no case, and even with the
assistance of the whole of the Law Society
behind him, acting as he did as their mouth-
piece, he failed to muke out a case against
the arguments advanced by the member for
Vietoria Park (Mr. Raphael). We arve
aware that the Law Soeiety held several
meetings to discuss the motion. 1t seemed
to have caused the legal fraternity some
concern, since apparently they asked the
member for West Perth to present their
views in this House. I should like to read
an extract from the monthly journal of the
Law Society of Western Australia, dealing
with the hon. meinber’s attitude towards the
motion. It says—

Through the prompt uction of Mr. Ross
MeDonald the Conncil was apprised in good
time of Mr, Raphael’s recent motion for the
appointment of & specinl commitiee to inquire
into solicitor’s costs, and the Legal Practi-
tionerg Act generally. The Council has had
several meetings to consider what atti-
tude it should take up in the matter. The
matter is still under discussion but members
may be assured that the Council will use its
hest endeavours to do all it ean to protect the
interests of the profession,

Ti is fortunate that there are members in
this House whose desire it is to protect the
interests of the public. We learn now that
the Law Society desires to protect the in-
terests of the profession, and they must have
taken steps to do everything possible to
make out a strong case against the holding
of an inquiry. I contend that the case made
out by the member for Vietonia Park, to-
cether with the facts that I placed before
memhers last year, justify an inguiry into
legal costs and legal practitioners generally.
Some people will say—and the member for
West Perth has repeated it—that there has
been no agitation for this inquiry, that
everyone is satisfied, and therefore there is
no reason to stir it up. With the aid of the
bundle that T have on my desk before me, 1
hope to be ahle to prove that there is every
need for an inguiry. Hardly had the ink
dried on the result of the elections than I
bezan to receive communieations from
different parts of the State, eongratulating
me on my return to Parliament and asking
whether it was my intention to continue my
efforts to secure the appoiniment of a seleet
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commitiee to inquire into legal costs, ete.
Amongst these letters was one that reached
me only yesterday, and it is this that I de-
sire to rend—

T feel impelled to write eongratulating you
on vour endeavour to bring about a measure
of law reform by means of legislation. I am
not a legal laminary in any sense of the word,
but I am sufiiciently comversant with some
lawyers’ tacties to know that an innocent
vitizen may be pounced upon, charged with
some offence, and so entangled in the meshes
of the law, that he becomes legally guilty,
thongh morally perfectly innocent. In New
Sonth Wales it is proposed to introduce legis-
Iation for the protection of the public, and
you may have seen g report which appeared
in the Press reeently where a Mr. Radford of
South Australia gave the legal fraternity a
malodorons reputation. I would not, however,
contend for one moment that all lawyers are
tarred with the one hrush. XNevertheless, T
am inclined to the opinion that if we waited
for the legal members of our Legislature to
introduce reforms in regard te some practices
now in vogue, we would in all probability
have to live longer than Methuselah, T infer
from the reports as published in the Press
that Mr. Raphael, of Victoria Park, is ably
supporting you, and I trust that your com-
bined efforts may be crowned with success,
and that the present Government may be
eredited with the praiseworthy achievement.
I consider it only right and just to our Par-
liamentary representatives to recognise their
doings and cneourage them in their efforis to
effect reforms that are conducive to the
betterment and welfare of the people.

That was a letter I received, and I thought
I would include its contents in my remarks
this evening. Let us eall it exhibit “A”
Like the writer of that letter, I refrain from
saying that lawvers are dishonest, or are
not decent and respectable citizens in the
main. Theyv are like every other section of
the community—they include both good and
had. While there are some bad individuals
amongst them, we must legislate to protect
the public against those bad individuals. The
Law Soeicty and the Barristers’ Board are
doing very hitle to protect the publie. In
the interests of the people generally, there
should be an inquiry. Now I come fo what
I will call exhibit “B”. It is a eutting from
the London “Mirror” of the 8th July, 1933,
and was sent to me from the country. It
is n skit representing a little boy and his
mother standing by a grave, the tombstone
of which is inseribed, “Here lics a lawyer
and an honest man” The little boy says,
“Mummy why did they bury two men in the
one grave?’ Tlon. members will recollect
some admissions made during last session
by the then Altorney General, the Iate Mr.
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Davy. 1o spesking on the motion 1 had
moved, Mr. Davy said that in many cases
if a senior counsel dropped dead, the junior
would have fo ask for an adjourmmnent be-
aause he knew npothing about the ease. M.
Davy also said that such juniors should be
ashamed of themselves.  Notwithstanding
that deelaration having been made by the
officer in charge of the Crown Law Depart-
ment about 12 months ago, the practice still
continues. In my opinion ag in the opinion
of the then Attorney General, some junior
counsel still go into court as dummies to all
intents and purposes, though they are not
dummies when the bills of costs come along.
Mr. Davy also said that to demand a fee
when asking for payment of a debt wus not
A proper thing. If so, why have not the
Law Society and the Barristers’ Board taken
action to see that the legal practitioners
of this country do the right thing and refrain
from ewtracting money from numerous per-
sons improperly? Last session L gave many
instances of this practice, and the mover of
the present motion has slso adduced cases
in point. A lawyer sends along a letter de-
manding payment of a debf, and concluding,
#If this amount is not paid, together with
my costs of Us. 8d.,” or “8s. 4d.,” as the case
may be, “legal proceedings will be taken
without lurther notive.” We ave familiar

with the argument that the demand for
costs is made in order to safegnard the

lawyer’s client. L contend that the reason
is nothing of the sort. In mwst instaners
the demand for costs ¢omes about through
a creditor going to a solieitor and saying,
s] want to take action against Jones, but I
am afraid hie is pot worth powder and shot.
It is no use going to the trouble of snmmon-
ing him and piling up costs against both
myself and him when he cannot afford to
pay them and I am not prepared to do so.
Let us take a pot shot at him, and if he
happens to be in a position to pay ke will
come to light.” If the debior is an un-
sophisticated member of the cominunity—
aml probably the great majority of the
pablic know very little about what is right
and what is wrong on the part of the legul
profession and uve unable to keep them-
selves From falling into a frenmzy at the
sight of a lawyer’s letter—he pays the 6s.
8d. or the 8s. Ml ; and frequently the selici-
tor get< that amount from the ereditor us
well. Thus he get- costs hoth wavs,  Tf
that is a wrong thing lo do, as fhe [late
Attorney General said, aceording to last
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session’s “Fansard,” it is time the practice
was abolished, and some action to that end
taken. I have bhere a sample of
a lawyer's Tetler which T idu not suppose is
frequently veceived, It shows the way in
whieh =ome zoficitors do their work,  This
partiewdar lelter was received by o vesident

of the electorate of the member for Sonth
Tremantle  (Tlon. A. MeCallom), and it
states—

We are instructed by Messrs. So-and-se, of
such-and-such a street, Premantle, to '1ppl\ to
vou fer pavment of thc sum of £ :
owing by you to , and we have to
inform you that unless the above amount,
together with 10s. 6Q. costs of this apphca-
tion, be paid to us on or before Wednesday,
the 28th day of October, 1931, at 10 o’cleck
in the forenoon, our instructions are to take
legul proceedings against you without further
natice or delay.

It is a remarkable fact that the letter does
not tell the debtor how much he owes, or to
whom the amount is owing. The solicitor,
however, does not forget to mention that
unless the awount s paid, together with
10s. Gd, costs, by a certain time, legal pro-
ceedings will be taken. Thal is another
sample of how sone solicitors do their work.
As regards taking junior eounsel into court
in gomparatively trivial cases, the wmember
for West Perth (Mr. McDonald) went a
little bit of the way with us. He approves
ot something being done. Nothing has been
done us yet, and I fear that unless action is
taken through this House nothing will be
done. Lawyers go into court taking junior
counsel with themn in relatively trivial cases.
Before 1 finish I shall indicate vne or two
cases in whieh junior counse]l have been
taken inte court merely lo pile up costs
against the person coneerned.  In the first
Place, if in this country barristers and solici-
tors were not wmulgamated, there would not
be so much of this junior counsel business
done. The jobs of barrister and solicitor
seetm two distinet jobs. One of our most
eminent King’s Counsel will not do solicitor’s
work or appear in the lower courts. In
Western Australia barristers and solicitors
are co-pariners in the same business. That
wig s0 in a case that I mentioned here last
sussion, A client whom I shall eall Mr.
Brown wuas represented in eourt by Mr.
Smith, with whom was Mr. Smith Junier,
instructed by Smith, Smith & Smith, Smith
the father was the leading counsef, while
Smith the son was junior counsel. Smith
the solicitor got his fee, Smith, the father,
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having pleaded the case, got 60 guineas.
Smith the son, as junior counsel, was entitled
to two-thirds of the amount paid to the
senior counsel, that is to say 40 guineas.
Then they have a clerk for whom a fee is
ulso preseribed, although he may be on a
very small salary, or perhaps in receipt
of no salary whatever, having paid a fee to
be articled to the firm. If the legal profes-
sion were divided into harristers and solici-
tors here, as it is in some other countries,
we would not see so much of junior counsel
zoing into court: amd that would be
a veliet to the publicc. The member
fur West Perth snid he would agree that
junior enunsel should not he taken into
court cxcept with the permission of the
judge. Flowever, there are numerous cases
in Western Australia of junior counsel be-
ing taken into eourt without the permission
of the judge heing obtained. Still, even
that restriction might be a safegnard. Mr.
Smith goes into eourt and says, “Your
Honour, Mr, So-and-so appears with me as
junior”; and dummy takes his seat. He sits
there looking wise, and does nothing else
until the ecase iz coneluded, when his fee is
ineluded in the bill of costs. The late Attor-
ney Ceneral said that junior eounsel often
went inte eourt knowing nothing about the
case. In any other profession such conduct
wonlld be deseribed as false pretences. In
fact, I should say that a junior counsel who
went into eourt simply for the purpose of
drawing a fee was guilty of false pretences.

Mr. Marshall: He should be dealt with
under Seetion 66 of the Police Aect.

Mr, SLEEMAN: I do nof think that sec-
tion is severe enough to deal with a man
who does that kind of thing. I think I re-
member the late Attorney General saying
that such junior counsel should be ashamed
of themselves. That remark came from the
leader of the Western Australian Bar, and
still nothing has been done to remedy the
evil. I hope that the select committee will
be appointed, and I feel sure that its
labours will result in henefit to the pubtlic.

Mr. MARSHALL: TUnder Standing
Order 159 I move—

That the member for Fremantle be fqrther
heard on Wednesday next, with pre-audience,

Motion put and passed.
On motion by Mr. Wilson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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Bill : Finnocial Emergency Tax, 2R,

The PRESIDENT took the Chanr at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon, C. H. Wittenoom,
leave of nhsence for six consecutive sitlings
granted to the Hon. HF. V. Piesse (South-
Fast) on the ground of ill-health.

BILL-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 19th September,

HON. ¢. H WITTENOOM (South-
Fast) [4.36]: The position regarding the
two emergency tax Bills appears to be
exactly the same ag it was on Tuesday last.
In perusing the Notice Paper I find that this
Bill figures as item No. 2, whereas the mes-
sage containing the Council’s amendments to
the Financial Emergency Tax Assessment
Act Amendment Bill appears practically at
the hottom of the Notice Paper in another
place, to he preecise, item No. 11. We are
quite prepared to go on with our job, hut
apparently the members of another place are
not prepared to go on with theirs. Evi-
dently they wich to defer consideration of
the Council’s amendments to the assessment
Bill until they get full information as to
what is being done by the Council with re-
gard to the tax Bill. The position is not
at all eatisfactory. TPersonally I think it
would be useful if the Leader of the House
eould obtain a definite statement from the
Premier as to the real position. T have not
forgotten that some little time ago Ministers
informed us of their wish to get the two
Bills passed expeditiously. They went so
far as to express the hope that the Bills
would be passed in two or three sittings.
Certainly that was the experience in another
place. The Biils were introduced by the
Premier in speeches extending over a very
few minutes: supporters of the Government



